George Eastes. The first of these details an interesting case of ruptured kidney, the injury being occasioned by a railway engine, in which death did not occur until the twenty-fourth day, although the organ was broken up into several pieces, and a large collection of bloody matter was found around the kidneys. In fact, the patient seemed to do well, although haemorrhage from the bladder still continued, until, unfortunately, his food was changed, and made more nourishing, after which he rapidly retrograded. In this connection, Mr. Hilton makes some important remarks on the diagnostic value of clots, whether 82?xii. 24 Reviews.
[April, in the urine or elsewhere, pointing out that they assume the form of the space into which the blood is effused, as in this instance, the broken pelvis of the kidney; also that the form of the blood-clot may be unravelled by agitating it in water. Still continuing on the same subject, Mr bluing of a solution of guaiacum, they do so without the presence of an antozonide, but blood will not, and it is by separating the addition of these two that the process has acquired its greater value. Still, there is a difficulty, for substances may be present along with the colouring matter of blood which would render guaiacum blue, and might thus, perhaps, lead to the conclusion that no blood was present when there might be much.
Dr. Braxton Hicks and Mr. Bankart send a paper containing an account of the dissection of two acephalous monsters. This subject is full of interest, as it opens up a very important point: how does the blood circulate in these beings, seeing that they have no head, heart, lungs, or liver ? It is suggested that the blood may be driven through the two bodies, if in twins, by the action of the heart in one of them, provided their vessels anastomose in the placenta, but this, of course, remains to be proved. The distribution of the remains of the vascular system is curious.
In the one the intestine was extremely imperfect, in the other not so much so. Two others still remain for dissection, which these gentlemen intend to describe before giving any conclusions with regard to the interesting points just mooted.
Mr. Birkett next gives two cases of intestinal obstruction of a very complicated character; in the one there was intussusception of the transverse colon along with an irreducible omental hernia in the scrotum. The other was intussusception of the ileum, the patient being in the house at the time suffering from a simple surgical complaint. From a great number of experiments, Dr. Pavy was induced to come to the belief mentioned above, viz. that it is the alkalinity of the blood circulating in the walls of the organ, which prevents these being acted upon and destroyed by the acid gastric juice. As is well known, the walls of the stomach are highly vascular, especially during digestion, when they become gorged with blood.
Then, again, the blood which passes through the more superficial capillaries has already passed close to the walls of the peptic follicles, and given up the materials for the secretion of gastric juice; consequently, says Dr. Pavy, the contents will then be more than ordinarily alkaline. Further, Dr. Pavy states that the union of the acid with pepsine is necessary for the production of a properly solvent menstruum, but the supply of the former from the follicles is more or less intermittent of the latter from the surfac^ tolerably constant. Hence the secretion from the follicles is not truly solvent until it reach the surface where it can be neutralized, and is most abundant just where there is most alkaline blood to oppose its action. How, then, to account for the digestion of the frog's limb and rabbit's ear, in both of which alkaline blood is flowing; yes, but in a very slow stream make himself familiar with the ophthalmoscopic appearances of the eye in health and disease. Now it is a comparatively easy thing with irides dilated by atropine, and with the patient's head firmly fixed and all the other etceteras, to make out the condition of the optic discs, but it is evident that such arrangements pretty well preclude the use of the ophthalmoscope in ordinary practice, so that men should be trained to the use of the two circular discs composing the portable ophthalmoscope. In pursuing this study, Mr. Bader's account of the normal structures of the eye, their appearance, situation, and interpretation, will be found of great use. We, however, entered so fully into this subject in the last number of this Review that we need here say nothing more with regard to it.
We regret to find no communications from Drs. Wilks, Old- ham, and Habershon, nor from Mr. Poland.
Thus concludes a volume of the highest practical value, for practicality is ever the great end held in view by the writers of these reports. Of no paper can it be said that it is poor or bad.
Many are of a high degree of excellence; it would be invidious under such circumstances to say which we consider best.
The subjects treated are so diverse, that in forming such a judgment one is too apt to be led away by one's favorite subject to the injustice of others. We, therefore, prefer to leave this task to the reader, having in the preceding pages supplied them with the means of coming to a tolerably correct conclusion.
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